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Wiyot News 

Paper has been in use since 105 A.D. as 

the Egyptians and Chinese used the 

product to make records and inscrip-

tions. Now paper is so widely used that 

we, as you read this article,  you will 

take a minute to think about how the 

pieces of paper that you hold in your 

hand came to be. If youõre reading this 

article via email, then you will be happy 

to hear how much you are benefiting 

the world by simply going paperless. Itõs 

everywhere now! Your bills, company 

newsletters, books, magazines, and now 

the Wiyot tribal newsletter, are asking 

you to conserve paper and get your in-
formation via email. Simple changes on 

an individual basis can be viewed as 

small and minute but if more people 

joined to help the cause, the impacts 

would be great. 

Going paperless is one of the easiest 
ways for an individual to go ògreen.ó 

You are simply taking the stacks of pa-

per out of your life and replacing them 

with information that can be viewed on 

a computer screen. If only one in five 

households switched to electronic bills, 

statements and payments, the collective 

impact would save 151 million 

pounds of paper, avoid filling 8.6 

million garbage bags and eliminate 

2 million tons of greenhouse gas 

emissions. Now imaging if 2 or 3 

households began to make this switch? 

We would collectively save 300-400 mil-

lions tons of paper, avoid filling  

 

17-26 million garbage bags to be 

dumped in landfills, and eliminate 4-6 

million tons of greenhouse gas emis-

sions from paper manufacturing proc-

esses and conserve forests for carbon 

sequestration. Itõs amazing that some-

thing as easy as a couple clicks of a 

mouse button can help to clean up 

our planet! 

Accompanying the pros to going 

paperless, òinconveniences,ó rather 

than cons, can deter individuals. Indi-

viduals may not be able to make this 

switch due to the fact that they do not 

have access to a computer, they are 

not computer savvy enough to make 

the switch, or they are concerned to 

place too much information online for 

fear of theft. These are all reasonable 

excuses as to why an individual may 
have difficulty making the switch, but 

they should not be reasons to com-

pletely ignore the important reason 

we all should do so. I do admit that 

access to a computer makes going pa-

perless very difficult but not entirely 

impossible. Other than this reason 

alone, individuals should not have any 

reason to continue receiving informa-

tion via paper because the process is 

VERY simple. Information such as your 

bank statements (that are most often 

wrong when you eventually receive it 

4-5 days later) to your bills and  

(continued on page 5) 

Celebrate New Beginnings, Go Paperless!  

by Tim Nelson 



Of Interesté.. 

Page 2 Wiyot News 

Bruce Allen  Tompkins -Obituatry  

 

     Bruce Allen Tompkins passed away December 8, 

2009 in Heyburn, Idaho with his devoted family by 

his side. He succumbed to cancer after a long battle 

in which his wife Janice nursed him unfailingly. Al-

though Bruce was born in Corvallis, Oregon in 1927, 

his parents William (Bill) and Viola Tompkins had 

made their home in Eureka, California where they 

returned so that Bruce could grow up and attend 

school in Eureka near his family's Wiyot Indian roots 

for which they were very proud. 

     Bruce enlisted in the Marines at eighteen and was 

stationed at Indian Island and Bremerton, Washing-

ton where he achieved an expert rating as a Sharp 

Shooter. Upon his return from military service, he 

was employed by the Palms Dairy in Arcata, Califor-

nia where he met a lady he could not resist, Janice 

Hansen, then the bookkeeper for the Dairy.  They 

were happily married in 1950. In 1966 they moved 

to Fort Bragg, California where Bruce became a 

commercial fisherman for a brief period.  Later he 

and a friend started  an auto repair business in Ft. 

Bragg which they named E & B Auto Repair.  It be-

came the most respected repair shop in town im-

pressing customers with the shop's neat appearance 

and professional uniformed service personnel.  Bruce 

and Janice were happy together in this beautiful 

coastal lumber town until his retirement in 2001 

when they decided to live near his brother Theo-

dore in Heyburn, Idaho. 

      

      

Bruce accomplished many things in his interesting 

life, and was especially proud of his lovely wife, Janice 

and their family.  He loved woodworking, making 

furniture and refinishing old antiques.  Among his 

many interests were guns, motorcycles and musical 

organs. The latter a hobby especially meaningful as 

Janice, an accomplished pianist, could give direction 

and skill.  

     He always remembered with great respect the 

Wiyot Indian heritage, and his membership in the 

Tribe of Table Bluff,  Loleta, California. Over the 

years he had enjoyed collecting Indian items dis-

played at his Idaho home.   

     Bruce leaves behind his dear Janice, who was his 

nurse and constant companion during his illness. He 

also leaves his son Mitchell, and his wife Diane of 

Twenty-Nine Palms, California, his son John and wife 

Winnie of Winnemucca, Nevada, their daughter 

Karen and her husband Javier of Burley, Idaho, and 

son Ross and wife Charise of Ft. Bragg, California, 

and son James and wife Deena of Ft. Bragg, Califor-

nia. Bruce's grandchildren are Allen, Travis, Randee, 

Kandice,  Everitt, Morgan, Megan, Mitchell, Mathew, 

Myles, Brianna, Devan, and Tyraéall Tompkins. 

There is one great grandchild, Joceylin. 

     He leaves his siblings, brothers Charles of Eureka, 

Theodore of Heyburn, Delbert of Idaho, sisters Lillie 

and Amelia of Eureka, and Joyce of Anderson, CA. 

along with many nieces and nephews.  

     Bruce will be buried with full military honors on 

Monday, December 14, 2009. All who knew this 

wonderful man will morn his passing and forever 

miss and cherish his quick humor and positive out-

look.      

Our sincerest condolences to you and your family 

                  From the Wiyot Tribe 
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Tribal Office needs your Help  

Receptionist Trainee Position  

Council Contact Numbers 

Gail Green          Ted Hernandez     Brian Mead   Leona Wilkinson   Joycelyn Teague      Alan Miller          Sharon Thurman 

Tribal Chair        Vice Chair             Secretary      Treasurer          Council Member    Council Member     Council Member 

Cell #                  Cell #                   Cell #            Cell #                  Cell #                        Cell #                    Cell # 

845-0440             599-0888             407-6662       497-9304             599-6852                  496-8834                502-6189    

     

      If you are interested in learning the functions of a 

receptionist, are 18 years old and a Wiyot Tribal 

Member, there is an opportunity to learn skills asso-

ciated with that position or fine tune skills you al-

ready have. 

      The Wiyot Tribe has a 3 month trainee position 

to learn/or review.  Some of the skills to be learned 

are typing, filing, answering the phone, receipting 

monies, data entry, being a team player and much 

more.   

      Please call Linda at 707-733-5055 for more infor-

mation if  interested or email her at linda@wiyot.us  

     Please help us get in touch with the following 

people:      

Charlene Cody**   Amanda Moon**      

     We have either no address or the mail is being 

returned.  If anyone has information on how to reach 

these folks, please call the Tribal Office at 707-733-

5055     

Do you like drag racing?  

Request for Sponsorship  

of the  

Eel Skin Racer 

 
The Eel Skin Racer is currently seeking spon-

sors.  If you are interested in sponsoring the 

race car contact Brian Mead at the tribal of-

fice (707) 733-5055   



Cultural from the Ground Up...  
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     Dv-la-haa~  

(Whatõs up in Tolowa Dee-niõ) 

 

     My name is Briannon Fraley. I am Tolowa Dee-niõ of 

the Smith River Rancheria. I grew up along the coast 

and the Smith River of Del Norte County. I recently 

graduated from Humboldt State University with a Post 

Bachelorõs Degree in Native American Studies with a 

concentration in Law and Governance. I also com-

pleted a certificate in Museum and Gallery Practices 

through the Art department. Immediately following 

graduation I moved to Washington DC where I com-

pleted a competitive ten week internship program at 

the Smithsonianõs National Museum of the American 

Indian (NMAI). While I was there I did three major 

projects; research of ceremonial dance regalia, pre-

sented on Cultural Perspectives of basket materials, 

and initiated the repatriation of Tolowa Dee-niõ ob-

jects. 

 

     My passion for cultural preservation has been with 

me ever since I can remember. I am a traditional rega-

lia maker, gatherer, and one of many ceremonial assis-

tantõs for the Tolowa Dee-niõ high dance, Nee-dash. I 

also take part in the Yurok and Hupa ceremonies. I 

serve on my tribeõs NAGPRA committee, as well as 

the Traditional Resource Advisory Committee (TRAC) 

at United Indian Health Services (UIHS). I am also a 

consultant on Northern California Basketry. I recently 

returned from the Smithsonian where I consulted with 
them on baskets and regalia for a ten year exhibit 

called Infinity of Nations (ION). ION will be located in 

lower Manhattan, New York and contains baskets from 

Elizabeth Hickox. 

 

 

 

 

    I am happy to be working with the Wiyot people 

and I will do my best to help ensure the protection 

and future of the Wiyot Culture and resources. 

With this said; I need your help. I will be looking to 

the Wiyot community for insight as to how to 

make this program shine. The Culture department 

has an open door, and I would love for the commu-

nity to come and introduce themselves to me. I will 

be making a commitment to attend the language 

classes offered by the Culture department, as well 

as participate in community activities. Please feel 

free to contact me at brie@wiyot.us if you have 

any questions about what the Culture Department 

is up to. 

 

Alhõdu- (see you later in Tolowa Dee-niõ) 

 

Briannon Fraley 

Cultural Director/THPO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   

Welcome Wiyot Tribe New Cultural Director/THPO  

mailto:brie@wiyot.us

