Dv-la-haa~ (What’s up in Tolowa Dee-ni’)
My name is Briannon Fraley. I am Tolowa Dee-ni’ of the Smith River Rancheria. I grew up along the coast and the Smith River of Del Norte County. I recently graduated from Humboldt State University with a Post Bachelor’s Degree in Native American Studies with a concentration in Law and Governance. I also completed a certificate in Museum and Gallery Practices through the Art department. Immediately following graduation I moved to Washington DC where I completed a competitive ten week internship program at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI). While I was there I did three major projects; research of ceremonial dance regalia, presented on Cultural Perspectives of basket materials, and initiated the repatriation of Tolowa Dee-ni’ objects. 

My passion for cultural preservation has been with me ever since I can remember. I am a traditional regalia maker, gather, and one of many ceremonial assistant’s for the Tolowa Dee-ni’ high dance, Nee-dash. I also take part in the Yurok and Hupa ceremonies. I serve on my tribe’s NAGPRA committee, as well as the Traditional Resource Advisory Committee (TRAC) at United Indian Health Services (UIHS). I am also a consultant on Northern California Basketry. I recently returned from the Smithsonian where I consulted with them on baskets and regalia for a ten year exhibit called Infinity of Nations (ION). ION will be located in lower Manhattan, New York and contains baskets from Elizabeth Hickox. 

I am happy to be working with the Wiyot people and I will do my best to help ensure the protection and future of the Wiyot Culture and resources. With this said; I need your help. I will be looking to the Wiyot community for insight as to how to make this program shine. The Culture department has an open door, and I would love for the community to come and introduce themselves to me. I will be making a commitment to attend the language classes offered by the Culture department, as well as participate in community activities. Please feel free to contact me at brie@wiyot.us if you have any questions about what the Culture Department is up to. 
Alh’du- (see you later in Tolowa Dee-ni’)

Briannon Fraley

Cultural Director/THPO
